
First off, ignore my bulletin article - there is a three year cycle for the Sunday readings - however, for  some of the 
Sundays in Lent, you can use year A if you have someone being Baptized in your church during the Easter 
Vigil service - my bulletin article was based on the Year A readings even though we are year B - since we have 
no one being Baptized, we are heard the readings for Year B today - so just ignore my bulletin article - I’ll get 
my head on straighter next week


Anyways, not all moments are created equal

If you are married, hopefully your wedding day, or even the moment you exchanged vows, is a more significant 

moment than most of the rest of your life

Obviously for me, my ordination was a huge moment in my life - literally laying facedown on the floor of the 

Cathedral in Winona laying down my life for Christ and His Church - the moment of the bishop laying his 
hands on my head during the ordination rite


So many little moments, so many small decisions, lead up to my ordination 

For those of you who are married, probably so many small decisions lead you to your spouse - lead you to take the 

relationship to the next level, lead you to your wedding day

We can think too of St. Maximillian Kolbe - when a prisoner escaped the Nazi concentration camp in Auschwitz, the 

Nazi prison guards picked some men to be put into a starvation chamber to die - when a young father was 
chosen, St. Maximillian heroically asked to die in his place


However, if you look at the trajectory of St. Maximilian Kolbe’s life, you realize that he didn’t just suddenly become a 
sacrificial hero, a sacrificial saint - no - his whole life, his love of the Blessed Mother Mary, his whole life as a 
Franciscan priest had been about sacrifice and charity


Today in the Gospel we hear Jesus say, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”

In the Gospel of John, this is a significant change - starting with the wedding at Cana, when Mary asks Jesus to do 

something for the embarrassment of the families running out of wine, Jesus responds, “My hour has not yet 
come”


Jesus knows that once He starts His public ministry, once He does His first miracle, there is no turning back - Jesus 
being God knows that once He does that first miracle, not only is His resurrection inevitable, but also the pain 
of His passion and death are inevitable


There are moments throughout Jesus’ public ministry when He escapes into the crowds when the Jewish leaders 
are trying to have him killed - one of the reasons John gives for this happening is because Jesus’ hour had not 
yet come




However, in today’s Gospel, we see that Jesus’ hour has finally arrived: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified


Again, towards the end of His public ministry, Jesus knows that this journey to Jerusalem is the beginning of the end 
- He knows it will end with His resurrection, but that it will also involve His death and crucifixion - Jesus knows 
that all of these small events will lead to the major events of Passion Week, to the major events of His death 
and resurrection


Jesus goes on to say that unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat - but if 
it dies, it produces much fruit


Jesus goes on to say that those who love their lives will lose it, but those who hate his life in this world will preserve 
it for eternal life


Jesus says if we are to serve Him, we must follow Him

Jesus’ hour has arrived - the time for heroic sacrifice is almost here

This is what Jesus came to earth for - Jesus asks, “What should I say? Father save me from this hour?” - no, it is for 

this hour, for this moment that Jesus came to earth - “But it was for this purpose that I came to this hour”

Jesus knows that His whole public ministry has been leading up moment - Jesus knows all of the small stuff has 

lead to this big event, His death and resurrection

It is true for us as well - we don’t get the luxury making up our own purposes for our lives - we can discover what 

our God-given purpose is - but to create what our purpose is? - that’s for God alone

So what is the big event is the Lord preparing you for?

In the first reading, God reflects on the covenant He has made with the Israel and the house of Judah

God laments on how they broke the covenant they had with God

But God does not give up hope - God says He will make a new covenant, a covenant where His law will be written 

on their hearts

This new covenant, this is the covenant God now makes with us through Jesus Christ, through our Baptism - if we 

allow God’s grace to be alive in our hearts, we will be prepared for what the Lords wills in our lives - and not 
just in the big moments, but also in all the small moments that lead up to the big moments 


Next week we celebrate Palm Sunday - this begins Holy Week - so not this week, but next week we will celebrate 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter


These are the most important days as a Christian - what is the Lord asking of you in the small moments this week in 
order to prepare for the big moments? - and not just the big moments of Holy Week, but the big moments of 
your journey to holiness and to heaven


