
I’m one of five kids - when we little, we tortured my little sister - from February to July, the four oldest of us are one year 
apart - Elizabeth is 6 years younger than my younger brother - so Elizabeth got buried in the sandbox - we told her 
to put her head in the clothes chute and we dropped dirty underwear on her head - we would push her too fast on 
her big wheel - this is what loving siblings do - and we did - we tortured her and we love her 

Today, the theme of the readings seems to be loyalty - we can be loyal to a lot of things - obviously we can be loyal to 
family - we can be loyal to a political party or ideology - we can be loyal to a sports team - growing up in Ames, 
Iowa, I’m a die hard Iowa State Cyclone fan - this summer I went to Nebraska twice - which is slightly painful 
because it brings back memories of crushing defeats in the 80’s and 90’s at the hands of Nebraska football teams 

In the first reading, Joshua has gathered all the tribes of Israel - so remember, Moses lead the Israelites out of slavery in 
Egypt - when they got to the Promised Land, they all doubted God plan and believed that they could not defeat the 
people who lived in the Promised Land - Joshua and Caleb were the only ones out of hundreds of thousands of 
Israelites who didn’t doubt God’s plan - so God allowed everyone to die in the desert during the next 40 years 
except Joshua and Caleb

So now Joshua is addressing the new generation of Israelites - Joshua makes them explicitly choose - Joshua says, “…
decide today whom you will serve…” - Joshua then goes on to say, “As for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord”

Who do you serve? - do you serve the god of sports? - as we begin the school year, do you serve the god of grades? - do 
you serve the god of money? - do you serve the god of power? - do you serve the god of fame? do you serve the 
god of social media? - what is your number one priority? - if it is not God Himself, then our priorities are out of order 
- don’t worry, I’m talking as much, if not more, to myself as I am anyone else here - are we loyal to God above all 
else?

In the second reading we have the dreaded, “Wives should be subordinate to their husbands as to the Lord” - when I go 
over this passage, especially with engaged couples, I argue that St. Paul gives husbands the tougher job - St. Paul 
instructs husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the Church - what did Jesus do for the Church? - He died on 
the Cross for His bride, the Church - He sacrificed everything - He gave us, the Church, His very life - He laid down 
His life in service to His bride, to us, to the Church

Husbands are called to do the same thing - husbands are called to lay down everything they are and have for the good of 
their wives - wives, if you knew and trusted that every decision your husband made was based on what was best 
for you and/or the children first and what is best for himself last, would it really be that hard to submit to those 
decisions?

Speaking from the husband’s point of view, Christopher West says, it should not be, “Honey, can you get me a beer,” but 
“Honey, can I get you a beer?”



Chivalry is not dead nor should it be - another Catholic speaker, Sarah Swafford, often says, “It is not about the door.” - 
obviously women are strong enough open their own doors - but by allowing men to open doors for women, they 
learn that their lives are not their own - I feel that men more easily fall into lazy selfish patterns of behavior

Our forefather Adam certainly did - When there was only Adam, God instructed Adam to guard and protect the Garden of 
Eden - in Hebrew, to “shimar” - if Adam had been doing his job, the serpent would not have gotten into the Garden 
in the first place - again, only Adam was given the instruction to not eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil - so when Satan, the serpent, tempts Eve, does Adam stand up for Eve’s good? - does Adam interject and 
tell Eve not to eat the fruit? - according to Genesis 3:7, Adam is standing right next to Eve while Satan is tempting 
Eve - does Adam do anything? - no, he just stands there like a mute idiot - he does not guard and protect Eve’s 
good - Adam is not loyal to Eve - I argue that Adam had a great role in the Fall than Eve did

Men, no matter what vocation we are in, or what stage of life we are in, we need to practice chivalry - we need to serve 
the women in our lives, not because they need it, but because we need it - we need to learn how to serve others 
better and more frequently - we do this by serving in the small ways so that if the Lord ever calls us to serve in 
large ways, we will be ready

However, it is good to remember that this infamous passage begins with Paul telling all of us to be subordinate to one 
another out of reverence for Christ - do we sacrifice our own desires for the good of those around us? - are we 
loyal to the good of others? - are we willing to die in the small ways for the good of others? - in almost every story 
ever told, the hero or heroine has to sacrifice something to bring about victory over evil

Christ is the ultimate hero - Christ sacrificed Himself for our salvation from sin and evil - as Christians, as followers of 
Jesus Christ, may we be willing to sacrifice for the good of others - may we be loyal to the others by being willing to 
sacrifice ourselves for them

In the Gospel, Jesus asks His disciples if they want to continue to be loyal to Him after He has given the tough teaching 
on the Eucharist

For the last four weeks we have been reading from John, chapter 6, about Jesus feeding the 5000+ and then teaching on 
the Bread of Life, on the Eucharist

Today we hear the end of this teaching - Jesus has emphatically said multiple times that we must eat His body and drink 
His blood if we are to have eternal life - Jesus had not revealed to His disciples that He would give us His body and 
blood in a non-bloody manner by giving it to us under the appearance of bread and wine - even so, Jesus was 
asking the people, especially the Apostles, if they would stay loyal to Him - that they would trust Him even though 
they didn’t fully understand how Jesus was going to give them His body and blood to eat and drink - Jesus 
revealed how He was going to do this at the Last Supper, at the institution of the Eucharist and priesthood 

I think it is important to remember that Jesus is God, the Second Person of the Trinity - Jesus, as God, created every 
human being that is living and has ever lived - Jesus, as God, loves each person an infinite amount - it must have 



pained Him dreadfully to watch people walk away from Him, the way, the truth, and the life - and yet He did - the 
teaching on the Eucharist was too important to compromise - If Jesus meant for us to symbolically eat His body 
and blood, He could have easily called them back and said, “I didn’t mean it the way you understood it. Come back. 
I just meant you had to eat my body and drink my blood symbolically.”

But Jesus didn’t do this - He didn’t correct their understanding of what He had said about eating His body and drinking His 
blood - He let them walk away over His monumental teaching on the Eucharist

Jesus, at the Last Supper, took bread and wine and said, “This is my body. This is my blood. Take and eat” - in this, Jesus 
instituted the priesthood and the Eucharist - Jesus empowers the Apostles, their successors, the bishops, and 
those they appoint to the clerical state, the priests, to change bread and wine into His body, blood, soul, and divinity

I’m not much into conspiracy theories, but I do find it interesting that the verse that describes many of Jesus’ disciples 
leaving and going back to their former way of life is John, chapter 6, verse 66

After many of Jesus’ disciples had left, Jesus turns to the 12 Apostles and asks, “Do you also want to leave?” - St. Peter 
responds, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are 
convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” - in this moment, all 12 stay loyal to Jesus - they don’t fully 
understand the teaching that Jesus just gave, but they trust that He has the words of eternal life

Do we trust Jesus’ words? - Do we trust that the Eucharist is necessary for eternal life? - Do we trust that following Jesus 
and His commands are really what is best for us? - Do we trust Jesus’ words about the Eucharist and thus desire, 
to come to Mass as often as possible, at the very least, every Sunday, to receive Jesus body, blood, soul, and 
divinity in the Eucharist so that our eternal life is at least possible?

Are we going to serve God? - Are we loyal to Jesus Christ, especially in the Eucharist? - “Master, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.”


