
Some years ago, I was talking to a young lady who was going to Benedictine College in Atchison, KS, one of the colleges in 
my mind that has a good solid Catholic identity - she has since graduated and gotten married

I think it was her freshman year - I was asking her how it was going - she said, “I used to think I was okay. I have come to 
realize that I’m not okay and that’s okay”

This should be the words of all Christians - not just my friend Toni
We are not okay - and that’s okay - because we have a Savior, Jesus Christ
In the first reading from Isaiah, Jesus, the Second Person of the Trinity, obviously hasn’t come to earth yet
And yet, God’s message, even before Christ came to earth, is still so similar - “Be strong, fear not!” - “Do not be afraid” - Isaiah 

says that God comes with vindication - God comes to save us with divine recompense - my computer defines 
recompense as a “compensation or reward given for loss or harm suffered or effort made”

We all suffer the effects of a sinful fallen world both in ourselves, others, and the world around us - we and others abuse our 
gift of free will all the time

Remember, free will is necessary for true love - and God wanted and created us with the capacity to truly love - love is not 
truly love if it is not freely chosen - the reason why it is so great that you love your spouse or girlfriend or boyfriend is 
because you have the choice not to love them

Because we have free will, we truly have the option to do God’s will or not to do God’s will - in a fallen world, we and others 
often choose not to do God’s will - we choose not to love God and our neighbor

When we do choose to love God and our neighbor, we get a foretaste of what life was like before the Fall, before sin entered 
the world

This is what heaven is about and for - so if we choose God - if we choose to love God back - if we choose to do God’s will, 
then we will receive recompense for our own suffering - sometimes that recompense, that compensation or reward for 
the suffering in our lives happens in this life - sometimes the recompense happens in the life to come

God wants to save us - God wants to heal us - God wants to give us recompense - but He is not going to force it on us - we 
have to open our hearts to Him - we have to be willing to accept God’s salvation, God’s healing

Isaiah goes on to say the eyes of the blind will be opened - the ears of the deaf will be cleared - the lame will leap like a stag - 
and the tongue of the mute will sing

So today, choose God - choose to be open to receiving God’s healing love and mercy
I think this is easier to do for poor people than rich people 
Jesus says that it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter heaven - Jesus 

follows this up by saying that nothing is impossible for God
What I think Jesus means is that poor people depend on others for their basic material goods whereas rich people are self-

sufficient when it comes to material goods
Since they are dependent materially, it is very easy for poor people to accept the fact that they are dependent spiritually - 

whereas since rich people perceive that they are self-sufficient materially, they believe falsely that they are self-
sufficient spiritually 



As Christians we ought to believe, we ought to know, that we are dependent on Jesus not just for our salvation, but for 
everything - “…without me you can do nothing” - John 15:5b

I call my golf ministry - this is a real thing - or at least I like to think it is - I jokingly call my golf ministry a preferential option for 
the rich - this is sort of funny because the Catholic Church, in her teaching on social justice, repeatedly talks about the 
preferential option for the poor - for the reason I argued before, there is in some sense a preference by God for the 
materially poor

Thus, St. James in the second reading, instructs Christians to show no partiality to the rich, to those who are wearing gold 
rings and fine clothes - someone’s financial status should not affect the way we treat them, the way we interact with 
them

St. James goes on to say, “Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 
that he promised to those who love him?” - here again, there seems to be a deference on the part of God for the 
materially poor 

However, that does not mean it is sinful to be rich - it just means that we have to work harder to realize our grave need for a 
Savior, our deep need for Jesus Christ, our deep need for the healing that only Jesus Christ offers

Just as Isaiah talked about in the first reading, Jesus, the Second Person of God, is going about the business of healing
Jesus sometimes heals with just a word, even from afar - here however, Jesus heals through physical touch - now, the way 

Jesus heals in not Covid friendly so don’t try this at home
Jesus puts His finger in the man’s ears and then spitting, touches the man’s tongue - now remember, just as with the lepers, 

Jesus reverses things - usually when a sick person and a healthy person spend time together, the healthy person 
contracts the sickness from the sick person - it is not like the sick person contracts healthiness from the healthy person 
- and yet this is what happens when Jesus touches the lepers - and that’s what happens here

Jesus says, “Ephphatha,” “Be opened” and the man is healed of his deafness and speech impediment - St. Mark records that 
the crowd that watched this miracle happen were exceedingly astonished and proclaimed, “He has done all things 
well.”

Has God done any healing in your life? - if so, have you thanked God? - have you proclaimed to others, “Jesus does all things 
well”?

Today, this week, choose to allow God to love you - allow God to heal you - allow God to show you what His will is for your life 
and then go do it - choose to be instruments of God’s love, mercy, forgiveness, and healing to those around you - I 
challenge you to say, “I’m sorry” at least once this week - although several times a day is probably the number that is 
needed - even so, we’ll start with the challenge of at least once this week

Jesus HAS done all things well - that’s including when He created you - are you going to allow Him to continue to do things 
well through you?

We are not okay - we are all fallen sinners - we are not okay and that’s okay because we have Jesus Christ - Jesus Christ 
wants and can heal us - are we open to His saving grace?


