
I like to think I’m fairly smart - I did okay for myself on the ACT back in high school - I majored and graduated with a degree in 
computer engineering - however, when it comes to street smarts, I might be below average - sometimes people have 
asked if I have a brain - I can confidently say, “Yes”

Back when I worked at Mayo in the early 2000’s I wanted to see if they could open up my left ear - I had known for years 
before that I had an ear drum - if I put on headphones and skew the balance way to the left, I can hear stereo - so they 
did a CT scan of my head - it turns out, I do have brain - however it turns out that I do NOT have an ear canal between 
the ear drum and the outer ear on my left side - at the time, the doctor said there are a lot of facial nerves that run 
along the side of the face and that it would not be worth the risk to try and create an ear canal

However, I was talking to someone recently and they said I should look into it again - technology has advanced far enough 
they might  be able to just put a small implant directly near my ear drum and wirelessly connect to some device on the 
outside of my head

This long introduction has nothing to do with the readings other than in the first reading Isaiah writes, “God opens my ear that I 
may hear…” - so almost 20 years ago, God did NOT open my ear so that I may hear - but it could still happen

What the first reading is about is Isaiah not turning away from God, not turning away from the mission God sent him on just 
because he was being beat up, his beard plucked, and being spit in the face

Despite the fact that he had been humiliated doing the will of God, saying the words of God to a people who didn’t want to 
listen, Isaiah still found his help in God - Isaiah knew that in the end there is no shame in doing the will of God - there is 
no disgrace in doing the will of God

Again, in the end, Isaiah finds his help in God - again, in the end, Isaiah does the will of God - in the end, Isaiah does the 
works of God that God has asked him to do

It is not enough just believe in God - no, our faith in God must impact how we live our lives
St. James, in the second reading, asks, “What good is it if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith 

save him?”
St. James then uses the example of saying that if a person is in need of clothing or food and you just wish them peace and 

good day, what good is it?
St. James says that faith without works is dead
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther started the Protestant Reformation when he nailed 95 thesis on the Catholic church door 

in Wittenberg, Germany
There were mistakes on both sides in the handling of Martin Luther’s grievances of the Catholic faith, especially how it was 

practiced in the early 16th century Europe
In the end, the two battle cries of the Protestant Reformation was faith alone and Bible alone
Bible alone means that we don’t need any other source of truth than the Bible - however, we know this is not true because if 

the Bible was self-sufficient in revealing Truth, then we should have one denomination, or at least one Protestant 
denomination - but instead we have tens of thousands of Protestant denominations - if I disagree with another person’s 
interpretation of the Bible, I’ll just go start my own church - plus this belief in Bible alone contradicts the Bible itself 



since in 1 Timothy 3:15, St. Paul calls the church, the Christian Church, the Catholic Church, since it is the only 
Christian Church that existed at the time - St. Paul calls the church the bulwark of Truth: “But if I should be delayed, you 
should know how to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar, the bulwark, and 
foundation of truth.”

But today we are talking about faith alone - because this contradicts our second reading - because St. James says that faith 
without works is dead, Martin Luther wanted to take the letter of St. James out of the Bible - he called it the “epistle of 
straw”

It is easy to say we have faith - it is easy to say we believe in Jesus - however, do we demonstrate, do we show that we 
believe in Jesus through our works, through our actions?

I’ve said it before and I know it is cheesy, but “if you were convicted, arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough 
evidence to convict you? - do our lives look any different that the atheists we know?”

I am overjoyed that you are here at Mass - we cannot take this for granted - Covid has taught us many things, one of them 
being to not to take for granted our ability to gather and celebrate Mass together

However, our belief in Jesus Christ must affect not just what we do for an hour on Saturday evening or Sunday morning - our 
belief in Jesus Christ must be evident in our actions every day, in our works that we perform day in and day out

We know from Ephesians 2:8-10 that we are saved by grace - we receive that grace through faith - so if we have received that 
grace through faith, then that grace needs to be alive in our hearts - the grace we first received at our Baptism must be 
alive in the things we do

St. James says it best: “Demonstrate your faith to me without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works.”
In today’s Gospel, Jesus furthers this message of not just believing, but needing to do the will of God - Jesus says, “Whoever 

wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.”

We can’t just half-heartedly follow Jesus - following Jesus was a radical thing to do 2000 years ago and it is still a radical thing 
to do today - Jesus says we must deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Jesus, our Savior - if we lose our life, 
so be it - the only thing we need is Jesus Christ and His Church

I know of story after story of converts to the Catholic Christian faith who lost contact with family, friends, even lost their jobs 
because they knew the truth of Jesus Christ and following Him was more important than anything else - that it was 
worth losing life as they knew it

Jesus asks the disciples, “But who do you say that I am?” - Peter responds, “You are the Christ” - Christ means “anointed one” 
or “chosen one” - who is Jesus to you? - is He just some great moral teacher? - is He just a nice guy who is going to 
approve and affirm whatever I want to believe about myself? - or is He the Second Person of the Trinity, God Himself, 
who desires to have a deep relationship with me - so deep that it challenges me and changes me to live a life radically 
different than the life the world tells me to live? - “But who do you say that I am?” - faith in Jesus without works is dead


