
As Catholics, we do not believe in karma - karma is an idea that comes from Hinduism and Buddhism - in Hinduism and 
Buddhism, your actions determine the nature of a person’s next existence - I think this means that if you are a 
mean person, you might come back as a fly…or something like that

As Catholic Christians, we don’t believe in reincarnation - however, Jesus did say things like, “Do unto others as you 
would want them to do unto you”

In the first reading from Wisdom, the wicked talks about harming the just one - sin doesn’t like to be reminded of the truth - 
“Let us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us; he sets himself against our doings, reproaches us for 
transgressions of the law and charges us with violations of our training.”

So the wicked decide to test the just man - they plan on torturing and reviling the just one - they want to see if he will 
respond with gentleness and patience - they want to see if God will take care of him when they condemn him to a 
shameful death - will God really defend and deliver the just one from the hands of his foes?

Obviously this ultimately point to Jesus Christ - Jesus is the ultimate just one who is tortured and condemned to die a 
shameful death

Even the antiphon for the responsorial psalm says, “The Lord upholds my life” - do we believe that if we act with justice, 
patience, and gentleness that God will uphold our lives, that God will have our back?

In the second reading, we continue our journey through St. James - St. James says that where jealousy and selfish 
ambition exist, there is disorder and every foul practice - this may be true for the wicked ones, for those who are 
seemingly against us - but this is also true of ourselves - when we have been jealous or selfishly ambitious, does it 
not destroy friendships and relationships?

St. James says we need to counter jealousy and selfish ambition with wisdom from above - why? - because wisdom is 
pure, peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity

This all leads to peace, internal peace, peace in our hearts - evil, wars, conflicts start from within - when our fallen human 
passions control our actions, we lose the peace in our hearts 

St. James says when our sinful passions control our actions we covet, but we do not possess - we kill and envy, but you 
do not obtain - we do not posses because we do not ask - when we do ask, we do not receive - why? - because we 
ask wrongly - we ask out our sinful passions

So if we want peace in our hearts, we must not allow jealousy and selfish ambition take root in our hearts
In the Gospel, we have a very clear example of what happens when we allow jealousy and selfish ambition take root in 

our hearts
First though, we have Jesus explaining what He, as the ultimate just man, will do - Jesus, who in His actions, will be the 

opposite of the jealous and selfish ambitious man - Jesus tells His Apostles what those action will be - Jesus spills 
the beans again on how He is going to save humanity - how He is going to be handled over to men, be killed, and 
after three days, rise from the dead



Again, Jesus faces the test of the wicked - He, the just man, passes with flying colors - He is able to stay gentle and 
patient even in the face of a shameful death

So in the Gospel, if Jesus shows us the opposite of jealousy and selfish ambition, the Apostles show us exactly what 
jealousy and selfish ambition look like

As Jesus and the Apostles are traveling through Galilee, Jesus first tells them about His death and resurrection - 
somehow after that, the Apostles discuss who is the greatest

They were discussing who was the greatest for a real reason - or so they thought - at this point, the Apostles think that 
Jesus is going to establish an earthly kingdom - each of them selfishly wants to be second in command - this is 
why they were arguing and trying establish who is the greatest among themselves

Jesus then redefines the criteria for being the greatest - He says, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be last of all and 
the servant of all”

Do you put others ahead of yourself? - do you serve others? - do you do acts of kindness to other expecting nothing in 
return?

Another way of looking at Jesus’ words today is: stop comparing yourself with others - we desire the praise of others, 
maybe even the praise that others receive - we desire the characteristic that they praised for because we ourselves 
want to be praised

It is okay to desire to be the greatest we can be - it is good to strive for being good in our field (studies) - it is good to strive 
to be holy

However, Jesus Christ is our measuring stick; not other people - in the Confessional and past homilies I’ve used the 
analogy that if holiness of Jesus is like the distance from earth to the sun, then the really holy people would be like 
the tallest buildings and the worst sinners are like the small one story buildings - when you compare the difference 
between the worst sinners and the really holy people, when you compare the one story building with the sky 
scraper, there may be a difference, but compared to the distance to the sun, the difference is negligible - when you 
compare the difference in holiness between the worst sinner and the really holy person, compared to the infinite 
holiness of God, the difference is negligible 

So stop comparing yourself to others - this is true when it comes to holiness - this is also true in all aspects - you are 
unique - your life journey is unique - by your baptism, through Jesus Christ, you are a precious daughter or son of 
God

Comparing ourselves to others is poison - it is exactly what the Devil wants - comparison divides - comparison brings 
revilement and torture, again the opposite of peace

God loves us the way we are - He created us - however, just like a good parent, He loves us enough to desire that we 
become better



Even the saints are not there to be copied - the saints are given to us to inspire us - your path to holiness is going to be 
unique, different from anyone else - so comparing yourself to others, even in the Kingdom of God, is useless - 
strive to be the best version of who God created you to be - not the best version of someone else

I hear all the time in the Confessional the sin comparison, the sin of believing that they are not enough - the fact is none of 
us are enough - that is why we have Jesus Christ as our Savior

I tell people I have taken a few voice lessons not to sing better, but to sing less badly
We are all fallen - we are all broken - we are all sinners - in some ways, none of us are winners - only in Jesus Christ are 

we winners - only in Jesus Christ are we great - only when we are last and serve others are we great
Again we don’t believe in karma - we don’t believe in reincarnation - we only get one shot - we need Jesus Christ - we 

need the graces Jesus won for us when He was killed and rose on the third day
Greatness does not come from comparing ourselves to others - greatness does not come from being better than others - 

true greatness comes from humbleness - true greatness comes from being last and the servant of all - true 
greatness comes from responding to the grace Jesus Christ won on the Cross for us in our own unique way - true 
greatness comes from Jesus Christ


