
Do you have that party-pooper friend in your friend-group? - in college, that was my friend Reed - I think I’ve mentioned 
him before - Reed is a fun guy, but you get him talking and he is definitely a glass is half-empty kind of guy - and 
he’s right - life is usually hard

I feel this way about our readings this Sunday - the readings are definitely a half-empty kind of readings
In the first reading we have Isaiah talking about his own hardships - he talks about how the Lord seemed to be pleased to 

crush him in infirmity - again, remember, theologians talk about God’s active will and God’s passive will - God’s 
active will desires only good for us - God’s passive will allows our sins and failures to have negative consequences 
for us and others - however, God only allows these negative consequences because He is going to bring about a 
greater good than the negative consequences

So God allows Isaiah to be ridiculed, beaten, chastised, and treated harshly by his fellow Israelites because through 
Isaiah, God is going to foretell of Jesus great coming, passion, death, and resurrection

So yes, God was pleased in His passive will to allow Isaiah to be crushed with infirmity - Isaiah offers his life up for the 
sins of his people, the Israelites - because of this, because Isaiah is willing to go through these hardships, the will 
of God is accomplished through him

Because of Isaiah’s words and actions, he brought truth, light to his people - through his suffering he helped prepare for 
better days

So almost all prophesies have both a short term meaning and a long term meaning - yes, Isaiah, is talking about himself, 
but God, because God is the author of the Bible, of Scripture, God knew that the words Isaiah wrote would also 
prophesy about His coming, Jesus’ coming, to earth, going through His passion and death, and rising to give us 
eternal life

Jesus did give His life as an offering for our sins - we, His adopted brothers and sisters, can have eternal life because of 
what Jesus did - and all of this was the will of God - a God that is outside of time, entered time and space to save 
us from our sins and give us the possibility of enteral life in heaven

This is all echoed in the letter to the Hebrews - now this is a letter of the early Christian church, after Jesus had been 
incarnated, gone through His passion, died, rose from the dead, and ascended back into heaven

Today’s reading from Hebrews says we have a high priest who has passed through the heavens - a priest is someone 
who offers sacrifice on behalf of his people to God - Jesus offered the ultimate sacrifice for our sake - He offered 
Himself on the Cross and then was ascended into heaven

The author of Hebrews goes on to say that Jesus knows what we are going to through - Jesus can sympathize with our 
weakness - why? - because yes, Jesus is fully God and divine, but He is also fully human - Jesus can sympathize 
with our weakness because He has been tempted just as we have - however, He never gave into those 
temptations, He never sinned



The author of Hebrews says that because all of this is true, we can approach the throne of Jesus with confidence, 
confident that Jesus will give us mercy and grace

So, yes, the second reading is also about Jesus being a high priest and offering sacrifices on our behalf - but it is 
ultimately a passage of hope - hope that because Jesus is fully human (and fully God), He knows what we are 
going through - He can relate - and yet, He triumphed over evil - and because He did, we can too

We human beings seem to have an unquenchable thirst for recognition, fame, power, and authority to rule our own lives 
as we please as well as the lives of others

We honor people for being first for all sorts of things - races, sports, academics, etc - in a lot of ways this is a good thing - 
we should strive for excellence - we should strive to be our best - but we often desire along with being the best, a 
desire that others not do well

Therefore, it is not surprising to see the Apostles jostle for position - remember at this point they think Jesus is going to re-
establish the Jewish nation back to its former glory

So James and John think they’ll get their request in early before any of the others do - so way before any new earthly 
kingdom is in sight, James and John, also known as the Brothers of Thunder, ask Jesus to sit at His right and left - 
in others words, to be number 2 and number 3 in Jesus’ kingdom

Notice too how they ask - “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” - they try and get Jesus to promise 
to say yes to whatever they ask even before they ask - “Promise you won’t get mad” - we make people promise 
reactions before we even tell them what it is we are going to tell them - what audacity James and John have to not 
only ask to be number 2 and number 3, but to make Jesus promise even before they ask

Jesus ignores their pre-promise and asks what they want Him to do for them - when they tell Him they want to sit at His 
right and left, Jesus responds, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink or be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”

They ignorantly respond, “We can” - they have no idea what they are saying yes to - Jesus is referring to His impending 
passion and death on the Cross - they are agreeing to great suffering for the Kingdom

Jesus lays this out for them - “The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will 
be baptized; but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

James and John will suffer for the Kingdom of God - they will learn to sacrifice for the good of others - they are too selfish 
now, but they, with the grace of God, will learn to sacrifice

James and John were asking for future glory - instead they received future suffering - yes, the glass may be half-empty, 
but it is really half-full

The other 10 Apostles were rightfully upset that James and John had tried to jump the line
In all this, Jesus gives them the lesson that the truly great people are the servants of others - that the first are those who 

are slave, the last, of others



Jesus models this for us especially on the Cross - “For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.”

Often life as a Christian is hard - often life as a Christian seems like the glass is half-empty - but we know, we believe, that 
if we persevere, the glass is actually half-full - and not just half-full, but 100% full - we know that path to greatness, 
to being first, is through being humble, being last - this is obviously counter-intuitive - but this is what we believe as 
Christians - this is what Jesus teaches us - because the last shall be first, we have great hope in Jesus Christ

Because of our relationship with Jesus, we can have hope that today can be better than yesterday - we can have hope 
that this world is not our final destination; that our true home is heaven - we can have hope that the desires burning 
in our hearts can be fulfilled by God ultimately in heaven - in Christ, the glass is not just half-full - the glass isn’t 
even full - no, in Christ, the glass is overflowing - we may not always feel this way, but we know and believe in 
Christ, this is ultimately true


